
Biographical  Record

WILLIAM  FRANCIS  OATWAY (1912 – 1987)

Represented the Surrey Association on the Central Council 

from 1954 - 1962 and attended 9 meetings

William Francis Oatway was born on 3rd November 1912 in Plymouth.

He started to ring on 3rd November 1929 at Charles Church, Plymouth.

Subsequently  he was attached to St. Andrew’s, Plymouth 1938-1946, to St John the 

Baptist, Croydon 1946-1959 and then he moved to Leatherhead, ringing regularly at 

Leatherhead and Epsom until his death.

He rang his first peal at Botus Fleming in Cornwall on 13th June 1931.

He was General Secretary of the Surrey Association 1950-1958.

By 1954 he had rung 30 peals, of which he had conducted three.

He represented the South West branch on the General Committee of the Guild of 

Devonshire Ringers from 1936 until 1946, when he left Plymouth.

He worked in local government as a quantity surveyor.

He died on 2nd June 1987 whilst on holiday in Guernsey.

Tributes appeared in The Ringing World in 1987 on pages 531 & 618


