Biographical Record

WILLIAM ALEXANDER PATTERSON

Representative of the Irish Association 1979- 1988

Attended 9 meetings

William Alexander Patterson was born in Belfast.
He was taught to ring at St. Thomas, Belfast by Ernest McGrath shortly after the end of
World War II and was a member of St. Thomas’ band for 57 years, 46 of those as

Honorary Conductor.

His first peal, Grandsire Triples, was on 30™ March 1948 at St. Philip & St. James,
Holywood, County Down.

He rang in the first peals on the bells at Drumbo and at St Mark’s Dundela, Belfast.

On 23 May 1949 he rang 7-8 to the first peal of Plain Bob Triples in hand for the Irish
Association.

He was elected a member of the Ancient Society of College Youths in 1958.
He rang many quarter peals.

He rang 26 peals for the Irish Association.

I11 health forced him to give up ringing in 2002.

He worked in the hessian trade in Belfast and later owned his own business dealing in
electric motors.

He died on 7" June 2006 and was buried on June
10%, in the churchyard of Holy Trinity, Drumbo
(also known as Ballylesson).




