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B E L L S  A N D  B E L L - R I N G I N G .

D e d ic a tio n  o f  a n  a u g m e n te d  a n d  r e s to r e d  R in g  o f  T e n  B e lls , a t  
S t. M a ry  A b b o ts ,  K e n s in g to n .

T he D edication of these Dells took place on C hristm as Eve (when a  large 
congregation assem bled), on w hich occasion a  m ost app rop ria te  address was 
delivered by the  E ig h t Rev. th e  L ord  B ishop of Lichfield, form erly Vicar of 
th e  P arish . D uring  the  singing of H y m n  *203 (A. cC- M .), ‘T hou  a r t  coming, 
0  m y Sav iour,’ the  B ishop w ith  the  Vicar an d  o ther clergy, an d  the  ch u rch ­
w ardens, proceeded to the  bell-cham ber (where a  p la tfo rm  h a d  been prepared  
by rem oving th e  wheels) ; the  B ishop then , lay ing  h is h an d  on one of the  
bells, said  the  P rayers of D edication. By a  signal tlic sam e prayers were sim ul­
taneously  offered up by a  clergym an officiating in  th e  church. T he Bishop 
and  clergy re tu rn in g  resum ed th e ir places, an d  the  following special hym n 
by the  Bev. W h arto n  B. Sm ith , and ‘ H a rk !  the  hera ld  angels s ing ,’ were 
sung, and  th e  B ishop dism issed the  congregation w ith the Blessing.

Raised between the earth  and heaven, 
Now our Bells are set on h ig h ;

In  the Name of Him Who giyetli 
Skill, and strength, and industry.

For His praise we meekly lay them  
As a, gift beneath His Throne ;

All their swoet and noblest music 
Shall resound for Him alone.

Faithful men a far shall listen,
’Mid the ir daily toil or rest,

While the melody shall bid them
Love the Church whore all are blest.

E arth ’s rejoicings, b right and holy, 
Shall be signed w ith j oyf ul p eal;

And the music from the steeple 
Shall our faitli and love reveal.

They who languish, sick and lonely, 
Shall be minded as they sigh 

Of tile Church’s one communion,
Hod’s true  Home and Family.

W hen the  spirits of the faithful 
Pass away to light and peace,

Solemn tones shall then forewarn us 
Soon our life and work must cease. 

May these loud and well-tuned voices, 
Pealing forth  in grand accord,

L ift our hearts through joy and sorrow, 
To Thy Throne, most gracious Lord.

Glory be from earth  and heaven,
To the  Blessed Trinity ;

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Glory evermore to  Thee.

The hells were afterw ards chim ed by m em bers of the  Cum berland Society. 
T he two additional bells have been well spliced by Messrs. W arner, and  all 
the  fittings an d  the  new cage of E n g lish  oak, w ith  E llacom be’s chim ing 
ham m ers, are of the  very best. W e hope to repo rt a  firs t peal in  our 
nex t issue.

N o rw ic h  D io c e s a n  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  R in g e rs . '
A D i s t r i c t  M e e t in g  of th e  above A ssociation will he held a t  K enningliall 

on M onday, Ja n u a ry  12th. M em bers in tend ing  to be presen t are  requested 
to  com m unicate w ith  the  Secretary on or before the 6th . D inner Tickets, 
Is . M . each. G. H . H a rk is , Hon. Sec.

Tunstcad Vicarage, Norwich.
N o tic e .— D iss , N o rfo lk .

T he Foity -seven th  A nniversary  of St. M ary’s C hurch Bells will be held 
on Tuesday, Ja n u a ry  6th , w hen all friends w ill be cordially welcomed.

W . Ire la n d , Secretary.
R in g in g  a t  C h e s te r  C a th e d ra l .

S ib ,—I  beg to tender m y best th an k s  to the  leader of th e  Chester C athedral 
ringers for k indly  replying to m y questions about h is m ethod  of teach ing  
G randsire T riples. I  g a ther from  his le tte r th a t lie does n o t find it  neeessary 
to teach  Doubles an d  M inor first, but th a t  after clue in stru c tio n  in  the m ethod 
young ringers arc set to rin g  T riples a t once. T his, however, I  presum e he 
would n o t do unless a  m ajo rity  of the  band  were already  practised  ringers. 
Also, I  infer th a t  m uch  of Iris success is due to h is p lacing an  experienced 
ringer behind the young h a n d  to guide h im  a t the  ropes. W ith  regard  to his 
ru le for ‘ H u n tin g  dow n,’ it  seems to  m e th a t  confusion m u st som etim es 
arise from  it  except am ong experienced ringers. F or suppose A, while h un ting  
down, to strike after B. A t the  nex t blow B will be w atching A to  strike over 
h im . B u t if each is looking to the  o th er for guidance w hat security  is there 
th a t  they  w ill strike  in  tim e w ith  the  o ther bells ? G. Burn.

H atfield  Broad Oak.
T h e  C la n g in g , C la s h in g , o r  F i r in g  o f  B e lls .

Sir ,—It is the practice here upon festive occasions to clang the hells, &c., 
such as three times three, cross-fire, alternately, and twenty-one times for 
royalty. Is there any danger likely to arise from the practice or not? An 
early answer will greatly oblige. F reeman B ali,.

Chester.
[In  reply  to the  above we m ost unhesita ting ly  and  em phatically  denounce 

the  practice as being m ost uproarious, m ost unm usical, and  unscientific. 
I t  can  do no good to the  bell-gear, and  if the  bells are heavy, and  an y  p a rts  
of the  steeple are in  a  doubtful- sta te  of soundness, i t  m igh t be m ost dam aging 
to the  upper p a rt of the  fa b ric : besides, it  is a  great nuisance to  persons living 
near. T hroughout C hristendom  th e  law does n o t allow even a  single bell to 
he a nuisance to  a  neighbour, an d  if appealed to, will issue an  in junction  to 
silence it. I f  a nu isance to th e  neighbourhood an d  otherwise objectionable, 
w hy does the  D ean allow it  to  he continued ? I t  is a  p rostitu tion  of th e  hells 
of a  church  to be used for purposes for w hich they  were never in tended— 
having been originally set for ecclesiastical uses and  for occasions in  w hich 
th e  C hurch m ay rejoice w ith  thankfu lness .—E d .]

R in g in g  b y  th e  N o rw ic h  D io c e s a n  A s s o c ia t io n  a t  F r a m s d e n ,  
S u ffo lk .

On Satu rday , th e  13th u lt ., eight of the  H elm ingham  B ranch  of th e  above

G. Thurlow , 1 ; G. S harm an , 5 ; A. W hiting , 6 ; J . Oecborow, 7 ; E .D ccborow , 8 . 
Tenor, 16^ cwt.

O n Saturday , th e  6th  u lt., six of the  above Society ran g  a t  S t. M ary’s,

Otley, in  28 m ins., a  720 of G randsire M inor, tak en  from  Mr. T roy te’s work. 
I t  has a  call every lead. J . W hiting , 1 ;  J . Oecborow, 2 ;  W . D ye (con­
ductor), 3 ;  G. Thurlow , 4 ; G. Sharm an , 5 ;  W . W hiting , C. Tenor, I l f  cwt. 
T h is is  th e  first tim e th is  peal has been ru n g  a t th is place, an d  supposed 
to he th e  first tim e th a t  it was ever rung  in  Suffolk. T he above com pany, 
w ith the  substitu tion  of G. F . Meadows, E sq ., afterw ards rang  it  a  second 
tim e.

C h a n g e - r in g in g  a t  S t . M a ry ’s , O ld h a m , L a n c a s h ire .
O n Saturday , the  13th  u lt., five m em bers of th e  above church, assisted 

by five visiting friends, ran g  a  peal of G randsire Caters, consisting of 5021 
changes, in  3 h rs . 11 m ins. J . T. H artley  (first peal), 1 ;  J . W hittak er, 2 ; 
P . Coop, 3 ; W . A shw orth (conductor), 4 ; J . W ilkinson, 5 ; G. L ongdin, 6 ; 
J .  W ithers, 7 ; J , Eacleus, 8 ; J . Scholey, 9 ; I I . Ince, 10. Tenor, 34 owt.

M u ffled  P e a l  a t  S t .  M a rg a r e t ’s , L e ic e s te r .
O n S aturday , th e  13th  u lt .,  the  ringers of the  above church  rang, i n 3 h rs . 

39 m ins., a  m uffled peal of G randsire C aters (in th e  tittum s), consisting of 
5057 changes, as a  las t tr ib u te  of respect to  Mr. E dw ard  Biggs, who died on 
th e  1st in s ta n t. T he deceased h ad  been a  m em ber of S t. M arg are t’s Society 
for fifty-one years, and  M s loss is severely felt. J . Jarv is, 1 ;  W . Cooper, 2 ; 
G. Burrows, 3 ;  W . B ail (1st peal), 4 ; J. W ilson, 5 ; T. W ilson, 6 ; J .  Cooper, 7 ; 
S. Cooper (composer), 8 ; J .  B u tte ry  (conductor), 9 ; W . W alker, 10. Tenor, 
30 cwt., in  D.
C h a n g e - r in g in g  a t  S S . M a ry  a n d  N ic h o la s , S p a ld in g , L in c o ln s h ire .

O n Saturday , the  13th  lilt., a  da te  touch  of 1879 was ru n g  in  m ethod  as 
follows :—79 of P lain  Bob, 4 bobs an d  2 singles ; 360 of C ourt Bob, 10 singles ; 
720 of London Single, 18 bobs an d  2 s in g le s ; 720 of Oxford T reble Bob, 
9 b o b s ; in  1 h r . 6 m ins. J . S. W righ t, 1 ;  E . C lark, 2 ; W. A. Tyler, 3 ; 
E . M ackm an, 4 ; G. L . R ichardson, 5 ; R. Creasey (conductor), 6.

O n Sunday, the  21st u lt., a  720 of London Single, 18 bobs and  2 singles. 
O n M onday, th e  22nd u lt ., a  720 of Oxford T reble Bob, 15 hobs. R. 

Creasey, conductor.
O n Tuesday, th e  23rd u lt., a 7‘20 of P la in  Boh, 18 bobs and  2 singles. R. 

Creasey, conductor.
O n W ednesday, th e  24th u lt., a  720 of P la in  Boh, 42 singles. Composed 

by Mr. Jackson  of H ull. C onducted by R. M ackm an. Tenor, 21 cwt. 
M u ffled  P e a l  a t  L e e d s  P a r is h  C h u rc h .

On T hursday , the  18tli u lt. a muffled peal was rung  in  m em ory of the 
la te  Mr. C hristopher lies , who h ad  been a  m em ber of th e  Leeds Com pany 
since 1827, and  a  ringer for sixty-eight years. H e con tinued to r in g  up to 
the last. Mr. lie s  h ad  ru n g  m an y  5000’s an d  upw ards, an d  h ad  travelled 
hundreds of m iles for th a t  purpose.

R in g in g  a t  R ip o n  C a th e d ra l .
On F riday , the  19th u lt., tlio ringers of R ipon C athedral ran g  1120 changes 

of K ent T reble Bob M ajor in  46 m ins. J . S trodder, sen., 1 ; J . O rton, 2 ; 
J . Lickley, 3 ; F . S trodder, 4 ;  J . Strodder, ju n . 5 ; T. Clark, 6 ; J .  T revor 
(conductor), 7 ;  II . B um bold, 8. Tenor, 21 cwt., in  E . T his is supposed 
to he th e  longest length  ever ru n g  in  th is  m usical m ethod by an y  Society 
of E ingers belonging to th is  C athedral.

A n c ie n t  S o c ie ty  o f  C o lle g e  Y o u th s .
E s ta b l i s h e d  1637 .

On Saturday, th e  20th u lt., a t St. P au l’s, Shad- 
well, th e  annexed peal of 5120 K ent T reble Bob 
M ajor w as rung, in  3 h rs . 4 m ins., by G.
D o m ngton , 1 ; W . T anner, 2 ; W . S. W illett, 3 ;
W . Jones, 4 ; G. H . P h illo tt, E sq ., 5 ; C. I). P .
Davies, E sq ., 6 ; M. A. W ood (conductor), 7 ;
E . G ibbs, 8. Tenor, 16 cu t.

O n the  sam e day eight m em bers ran g  a t th e  p a rish  church , Croydon, 
H o lt’s ten -p a rt peal of G randsire T riples, com prising 5040 changes, in 
3 h rs. 19 m ins. H . H aley , ju n . (conductor), 1 ; R . F ren ch , ‘2 ; S. Reeves, 3 ; 
J . M. H ayes, 4 ;  T. V errall, 5 ; W . Sanders, 6 ; A. Bruce, 7 ; C. W alker and 
C. Roser, 8. Tenor, 32 cwt.

M u ffled  P e a l  a t  H u n ts h a m , D e v o n .
O n Tuesday, th e  23rd u lt., eight m em bers of th e  H u n tsh a m  Society— 

w hich is a  b ran ch  of th e  Devon G uild of Change-ringers— rang  several touches 
of G randsire T rip les, w ith  th e  bells muffled, as a  m ark  of respect and  esteem  
for the  la te  Rev. J . L . L angdon Fulford , M.A., who was th e  orig inator of the  
G uild and  carried  on the  duties of Secretary  from  the  com m encem ent. H e 
died, after a  sho rt illness, on the  13tli u lt., aged th irty-seven. The bells 
were rung  and  changes struck  p a rtly  in  h a lf  pulls and  p a rtly  in  w hole pulls.

M u ffled  P e a l  b y  th e  Y o rk sh ire  A s s o c ia t io n .
O n S aturday , the  27 th  u lt., th e  Society ran g  a t  All Sain ts, Otley, in  3 h rs. 

2 m ins., a  muffled peal of 5056 changes of K ent T reble Bob M ajor, as a  tribu te  
of respect to  th e  la te  Mr. C hristopher lies, one of the  Leeds p a rish  church  
ringers, form erly of the Otley Society, who died a t  Leeds on the  16th  u l t . , in 
h is eighty-fifth year. C. R a lph , 1 ;  B. L ightfoot, 2 ; F . M aston, 3 ; J . B arra- 
clough, 4 ;  L . Cawood, 5 ;  J . Y eadon, 6 ; T. Lockwood, 7 ;  J . W . Snow­
don, E sq .,"8: Tenor, 16 cwt. The peal (the reverse of the  5056, Snow don’s
Treatise, P a r t  I I .,  page 39) was composed an d  conducted by T . Lockwood.

A  C o rre c tio n .
W e  are requested to  s ta te  th a t  the  H olborn  Town H all hour boll is  E  f l a t ; 

th e  quarter bells are F , B flat, an d  D.

R eceived a lso .—O. V. H u n t; J . P a rk e r; W. Whitaker; F. F inn ; William Grcome; 
and others.

5 1 2  0.

2 3 4 o 6 M_ ;v. h.
5 2 3 6 4  2 2 2
2 5 4 6 3 2 2
5 3 4 6 2 1 2
6 2 3 4 5 1 2 2
3 5 4 2 6  2 1 2
5 3 6 2 4 1 2
2 4 3 6 5  1 2 2

W . H arrison. 
Snowdon, P a r t I I .  p. 42.


