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S i r ,— Can any of your readers te ll me of some sim ple recita tions suitable for 
boys to recite  a t Penny  R eadings, in  a sm all village ? A ny piece a rranged  for 
th ree  or four boys to  take  p a r t in  would be m ost useful. M.

Boys and Y ouns M en’s S o c ie tie s .— T he Rev. A. P. Howes, M alvern 
Terrace, Holbeck, Leeds, will be obliged for copies of ru les and w inter p ro­
gram m es, or any in form ation  respecting the  working of B oys’ and  Young 
M en’s Im provem ent Societies in  tow n parishes.

T r u r o  C a t h e d r a l .— The Bishop of T ru ro  (Kenwyn, T ruro), desires to 
acknowledge, w ith h is best thanks, th e  receipt of l i .  for T ruro  C athedral F u n d  
from  ‘ Two W ell-w ishers.’

John W e s le y ’s L ife .— ‘W . E . C .’ w rites :—W ould any  readers of Church  
Bells k indly inform  m e of the  nam e of an  in teresting , an d  n o t too stiff, book 
on the  Life, Opinions, &c., of Jo h n  W esley? Southey 's L ife  o f  Wesley I  
already know .— [T yerm an’s L ife  o f  Wesley is published by H odder and 
S toughton.—E d.]

K em ble’s Jujubes, composed of clarified gum  arabic  (not gum  mastic), 
honey, an d  lem on, m ay be obtained  from  th e  A pothecaries’ H all, London.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o .—R. L .  H. j C. Pickering Clarke ; and o t h e r s .

B E L L S  A N D  B E L L - R I N G I N G .

W H A T  I S  A  S N A P  ?
S ir ,—I n  m y com m unication  abou t th e  T ittum s I  was to ld  th a t  I  h ad  used 

the  words 1 snapping lead ’ wrongly for ‘ dodging lead ,’ when the treble leads a 
h a lf pull in  Treble Bob. M y reply  was, th a t I  erred  in  the  good com pany of 
M essrs. T royte and  W igram . To which i t  was rejoined, th a t  i t  w as an  error 
a ll the  sam e ; and  in  confirm ation of th is  I  was referred  to Shipway, and  the 
definition of a  snap was quoted from  the  Clavis. Now there  is no doubt th a t  the  
treble a t  its  single leads in  Treble Bob behaves in  exactly  th e  sam e way as she 
does w hen dodging behind, and, indeed, as an y  bells do in  P la in  Bob when 
dodging behind  ; and , therefore, unless snapping  an d  dodging be th e  same, 
we are all wrong in  calling th a t  lead a  snapping  lead. B an is te r defines 
1 Snapping ’ as ‘ a  m ovem ent in  w hich a  bell is m ade to h u n t m ore th a n  one 
place up or down, an d  re tu rn  w ithout m aking  a  place, described “ a snap a t 
le a d ; ” “ a  snap  beh ind  ; ” or in  2nds, 3rds, as the  case m ay be.’ F rom  th is 
i t  appears th a t a  snap m ay be any w h ere ; b u t it is  n o t necessary  th a t  it 
should h u n t more th a n  one place, as will be p resen tly  seen.

The following definitions will, I  th in k , be found necessary to  include all 
snaps, and  sufficient to  exclude everything w hich is n o t a snap. B u t firs t we 
m u st define th e  1 direction ’ of a  bell. T he direction of a  bell is  th e  p a th  it 
takes in  h u n tin g  an y  two consecutive places. T he direction is, therefore, 
alw ays either up  beh ind  or down to  lead ; and w hen i t  is  m aking  a  place 
i t  has a direction n e ith e r  way, and  therefore no  direction, bu t sim ply lies still.

D e f . 1.—If  a  bell change h e r  direction once she is said  to  snap  in  th e  
place w here she changes it. I f  she change h er direction twice in  the smallest 
possible number o f  changes i t  is  a dodge. I f  th ree  tim es, she snaps tw ice ; if 
four tim es, she dodges twice. And, generally, if a  bell change her direction an  
odd num ber of tim es she is snapping  ; if an  even num ber, she is dodging. In  
every case it m ust be in  th e  sm allest num ber of changes or rows possible. 
T he bell she changes places w ith  (and it  will alw ays be th e  sam e bell 
th roughout the  snapping or dodging—it can be no other) is said  to  be snap ­
p ing or dodging w ith  h er respectively, and  they  are said to  be snapping or 
dodging together. A double snap  m ay, therefore, be regarded as a dodge and  
a  snap. A nd if a  bell snap  in  two consecutive places, th u s— suppose 5 snaps 
in  3rds, and  th en  in  4 th s at th e  nex t change, i t  is a  dodge in  3, 4. T hus the  
work of a  snap is ha lf th e  work of a  dodge, J .e .  a  snap is ha lf a  dodge. N ot 
th a t  a  double snap  is a dodge, for a  double snap m eans th a t  a  bell snaps 
twice in  th e  same p la c e ; if she snap  once in  two consecutive changes i t  is a 
dodge. T he following definition is easy as well as necessary  an d  sufficient.

D e f, 2.—If two bells change places once it is an  o rdinary  pass. If  they  
change places twice it  is a  snap, an d  they  are said to  snap  together ; if thrice, 
i t  is a dodge, and  th ey  dodge to g e th e r ; if four tim es, th ey  snap  together 
twice ; if five, they  m ake a double dodge together, &c. And, generally , if two 
bells change places an  even num ber of tim es they  are sn a p p in g ; if odd (being 
more th a n  once), th ey  are dodging.

D e f . 3.— I t  m ay also be defined from  th e  p a th s th e  bells trace out. The 
crossing of the  p a th s  of two bells when snapping once form s a  diam ond-

shaped figure. If they  are dodging once
A Snap. A Dodge. Snapping. th ey  form  two diam onds. And, gene­

rally , if a n  odd num ber of diam onds 
are form ed, th ey  are  sn a p p in g ; if an  
even, they  are dodging. F ro m  a diagram , 
therefore, of th e  course of th e  bells in  
any  lead  i t  will be a t once seen where 
th e  dodging and  th e  snaps are. The 
m ost com m on cases of snapping are  in  
S tedm an, where th e  bell th a t  m akes a 
h a lf tu rn  snaps w ith the  bell th a t  m akes 
th e  whole tu r n ; and  in  London Surprise, 
w here th e re  is snapping before and  dou­
ble snapping  behind. In  London Place 
M ajor there is snapping  everywhere ex­
cept in  3rd’s place.

You see, Sir, I  acknowledge and a lte r m y error. I  hope M essrs. T royte 
and  W igram  will a lter i t  also in  th e ir nex t editions. T he la tte r  h as tlie same 
error in  connexion w ith  Cambridge D elight. N othing is of m ore im portance 
in  a  science claim ing to  he an  exact science th a n  clear definitions, w hich  are 
used for th e ir  purpose, an d  only for th e ir purpose. G eo . Pope, M.A.

C h u rc h  B e lls  a n d  B e ll  T h u m p in g .
W e reproduce th e  following le tte r from  our contem porary, th e  las t week’s 

Church Times, and  com m end th e  subject to  our readers :—
‘ S ir ,— St. P a u l’s now ran k s inferior to  none of our C athedrals in  m atte rs  

apperta in ing  un to  bells, an d  nobody appreciates hearing  a  w ell-rung peal of 
bells m ore th a n  th e  w riter of th is.

f You are probably aw are th a t  some sho rt tim e back it  was decided by a 
London m agistrate  th a t  th e  tin k lin g  bell of th e  muffin-boy m igh t be con­
sidered a  n u isa n c e ; w hat th en  should  be said of rectors, curates-in-charge, 
an d  o thers, including our excellent N onconform ist breth ren , who e ither 
cannot or will no t u n d e rstan d  th a t  in  a  g rea t m an y  cases, I  am  sorry  to  say, 
th e  d ism al noise w hich em anates from  th e  various m etropo litan  chu rch  or 
chapel tow ers, steeples, or tu rre ts  every Sunday, an d  in  m any  instances on 
week days as well, would, I  ven ture to  say, if public opinion were canvassed 
on th e  subject, be pronounced as g rea t a  nuisance as th e  bell of th e  muffin- 
boy or m an  ?

11  live in  a  neighbourhood w hich appears to concentrate all th e  bell echoes 
from  various churches w ith in  a tolerably large rad ius in  one quarter of the 
m etropolis ; th e  sound on Sundays is d ism al in  th e  extrem e.

‘ W ith o u t occupying m uch  of your valuable space, I  would ask  w hy a hell 
should be periodically tink led  or th u m p ed  for th e  conventional half-hour 
before a service commences, w hen ten  m inu tes or even five m inu tes would be 
am ple ? nearly  everybody in  large cities an d  tow ns in  th is  coun try  can  find 
out the  rig h t tim e to a  m inu te  if they  wish.

‘ I  would also ask , assum ing th a t  a  h a lf-hou r’s perform ance on th e  bell is 
absolutely necessary, w hy in  build ing  churches som e little  care could n o t be 
bestowed upon th e  bell o r bells w ith  w hich th ey  were fu rn ished  ?

1 T he services a t  th e  church  nearest me are  inaugura ted  by a sort of 
“  T rip let ” w hich is perform ed rap id ly  upon the  clock chim es, any th ing  but 

“  Mellow, musical, and low.”
Nor can  I  b ring  m yself to  believe th a t

“  They are the hells of Geisenheim 
T hat w ith their melancholy chime 
Ring out,” &c. &c.

I T hey rem ind  m e m ore of some m etallic culinary  articles in  com m on use, 
and  I  have expressed m y opinion to th a t  effect to  the  powers th a t  be ; th e ir  
answ er, whioh I  adm it is 'qu ite to  th e  poin t, is, C an you help us to  get some 
b e tte r ones ?

I I  could describe a  variety  of bells I  hear, b u t it  would be only w asting 
tim e an d  space to  a ttem p t to do so, b u t the re  is one fact th a t  I  canno t pass 
by : the re  is a  church  situ a ted  in  th e  centre of a  square, or a t  th e  end of the  
square (I need n o t go in to  geom etrical definitions), from  th e  tow er of which, 
a t certain  tim es, a fearful sound issues to call th e  congregation to  w orship, 
com pared w ith  w hich a  steam -hooter or a fog-horn would be m usic ; w hether 
i t  is  a bell or a steel gong, I  am  unable to say, b u t I  could easily im ita te  the  
sound if I  stood upon th e  roof of m y house and  thu m p ed  a  large frying-pan 
w ith  th e  hand le  of a  k itchen-poker as fast as I  could do so ; how the  residents 
in  the  square like it I  do n o t know.

‘ I  am  in  no way depreciating church  bells, or an y th in g  connected w ith  
church  m atte rs , b u t I  th in k  th a t  as so m uch h a s  been done for our a lta rs  of 
la te  years, a  little  a tten tio n  m igh t be given to  our b e lfrie s ; a  good toned bell 
does n o t cost m uch  m ore th a n  one w ith  no tone a t  all. Stay and S lid e r .’ 

P ro p o s e d  M e m o ria l  to  th e  l a te  M r. W . H a r r is o n .
S ir ,—W ould juju allow m e to  call the  a tten tion  of th e  general body of 

ringers to a m atte r w hich I  th in k  is well w orth th e ir consideration ? I t  will 
be undoubtedly known to m ost of them  th a t  Mr. W illiam  H arrison  of Mot- 
tra m  (b u t latety  resident in  Saddlew orth) died on the  22nd of Ja n u ary . 
Im m ediately after the  funera l a  m eeting of ringers was held, when it was 
unanim ously  resolved to  place a  m onum ent over h is grave. A com m ittee to 
carry  ou t th is  object w as form ed, an d  an  ad journed m eeting was held  on 
S aturday, F ebruary  21st, and  attended by a  large num ber of delegates from  
different places. After confirm ing the  business done a t the  previous m eeting, 
i t  w as decided to appoin t collectors and  issue subscription-books, an d  a t 
once set about raising  a  fund  for th e  purpose. T he num erous lovers of the 
a r t  of ring ing  w ith w hom  he was associated an d  connected can  bear testim ony 
to the fact, th a t  he was a  m ost advanced an d  popular com poser ; th a t  
he was a  thoroughly  practical, correct, and  precise p e rfo rm er; and  th a t 
he  was always ready and  willing to render valuable assistance to  those 
studying th e  a r t  of change-ringing. If  any  of your num erous readers are 
desirous of subscribing, then ' donations will be th ankfu lly  received by Mr. S. 
Oldham , M ottram , T reasurer, or by yours faithfully , for the Committee, 

Uppermill. John H old en , Sec.
T h e  D a re s b u ry  P e a l .

S ir ,— The 720 reported in  your issue of Ja n u a ry  30th, ru n g  by the  D ares­
bury  Society, if ru n g  w ith six extrem es, I  beg to say is n o t D ixon’s V aria­
tions. T he calling is as fo llow s:—W hen the  2nd an d  4 th  leads is a bob ; 
w hen the  treble leads an d  th e  ten o r dodges beh ind  w ithou t th e  5 th  ; the 
singles are w hen the  tenor dodges beh ind  w ith  the  5 th ; th e  extrem es, w hen 
the  treble leads and  the  tenor dodges in  th e  m iddle, w ith  th e  3rd  in  th e  first 
h a l f ; in  th e  las t ha lf when the  tenor dodges in  the  m iddle w ith the 5th.

In  answ er to M r. Je rram , in  your last week’s issue, about the  w eight of 
th e  Spalding tenor, I  was m isled by th e  m an  th a t  rehung  it. I  now have h ad  
i t  cubed, and  find th e  correct w eight is 1 8  cwt. B .  M a c k m a n .

R in g in g  a t  G a rg ra v e , L a n c a s h ir e .
O n Sunday, th e  22nd u lt., th e  G argrave Society ran g  a  touch fo r  service 

of 1008 Bob M ajor. J . T . Middlebrook, 1; W . C lark, 2 ; C. L ancaster, 3 ;  
A. B irtw histle, 4 ;  H . B irtw histle, 5 ;  H . B irtw histle, 6 ; J . McKell, 7 ;  
W . M allinson (conductor), 8. T enor, 16 ewt.

R e c e i v e d  a l s o  :—‘ Constant R eader’ lias not sent liis address; Henry H ayes; W. Coole; 
Jolin Higson; M. A. Wood; John Astbury, ju n .; F, Smith; S. Reeves; James H inton; 
and others.


